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About the IRIE Classroom
Social Problem-Solving Stories

 IRIE Classroom Social Problem-Solving Stories are pictorial stories that include
common problems faced by young children in school and how to overcome them
(e.g. how to share materials, waiting for a turn, and working together).
 The stories are suitable for children aged 3-8 years.
 The stories reinforce the content in the IRIE Classroom Toolbox related to
teaching friendship skills and emotion skills to young children.
 The stories have no words. The aim is for teachers to use the pictures to promote
discussion and to encourage children to problem-solve.
 The stories are designed to help children apply what they have learned about
friendship and emotion skills to real-life scenarios.
 Each story has a one-page teacher guide giving guidance on the aims, key
vocabulary, discussion points, and suggested questions.
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List of Stories
1. Alex and the Red and Yellow Truck
Two children want to play with the same truck. How do the children feel and what can they do to solve
the problem?
2. Alicia and the Beautiful Dolly
Two children want to play with the same doll. How do the children feel and what can they do to solve
the problem?
3. The Toy Shelf
One child wants a toy that another child is using. She asks to share but the other child says no. How
does she feel and what can she do?
4. The Special Book
Two children want the same picture book. The teacher gives the book to one of the children. The other
child is given a different book. How do the children feel? What can they do to solve the problem?
5. The Building Bunch
Three children are playing with blocks. One child takes nearly all the blocks. How do the other children
feel? What can the children do to solve the problem?
6. The Demolished Tower
Four children are building an amazing tower and they are feeling excited and proud. One child makes a
wrong move and the tower falls down. How do the children feel and what can they do?
7. Patrick and the Puzzling Puzzle
A child is doing a very hard puzzle. He gets frustrated. What can he do?
8. The Lunchtime Lesson
A group of children are eating lunch. They have made a mess and only one child starts to clean up. The
others do not help. How does the child who is cleaning up feel? What can the children do to solve the
problem?
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List of Stories (continued)
9.

The Shady Swing
Children are waiting for a turn to use the swing in the playground. One child won’t give the others a
turn. How do the children feel? What can they do?

10. The Break Time Game
Children are outside playing at breaktime. One child is left out. How does he feel? What can the other
children do to help him?
11. Teasing Tristan
One child is teasing another child. How should the child react to being teased?
12. Jealous Jessica and the Test Paper
Two children have done a test. One did very well. The other child did not do well; she is jealous. What
can she do?
13. Sad Shanelle
One child is crying. What should the other children do?
14. Naughty Natalie
One child hits another child. How are the children feeling? What should they do?
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TITLE :

ALEX AND THE RED AND YELLOW TRUCK

Overview
Two little boys want to play with the same truck; one grabs it instead
of asking nicely.

Aim

WORDS TO
USE
Curious

 Learning to ask for things they want.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Vexed
Asking
Sharing
Problem

Key Points to Cover

Solution

 Emotions of the boys.
o How the boys are feeling before sharing the truck
o How the boys are feeling after sharing the truck
 How we look when we feel sad (frowning, drooping faces) and vexed (tense body,
knitted eyebrows).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Each having a turn to play with truck).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children need to ask or use their ‘asking skill’.

Suggested Questions
1. What do you see in this picture?
2. How do you think the boys are feeling? How can you tell?
3. Why are they fighting?
4. What could he have done instead of grabbing the truck?
5. How do you think the boys are feeling now that they are playing together?
6. Show me how your face would look when you are sad.
7.
TEACHER
8.
Describe: “One little boy is pushing the truck to the other.”
TIP



Repeat and Extend: “That is right. He is asking for the truck.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That’s right. They are now happy.”

2

3

4

5

6

Author: Helen Baker-Henningham
Illustrator: Rachel Moss

7

TITLE :

ALICIA AND THE BEAUTIFUL DOLLY

Overview
Two little girls want to play with the same doll; one grabs it instead of
asking nicely.

Aim

WORDS TO
USE
Curious
Vexed

 Learning to ask for things they want.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Asking
Sharing
Problem

Key Points to Cover

Solution

 Emotions of the girls.
o How the girls are feeling before sharing the doll
o How the girls are feeling after sharing the doll
 How we look when we feel sad (frowning, drooping faces) and vexed (tense body,
knitted eyebrows).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Each having a turn to play with doll).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children need to ask or use their ‘asking skill’.

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What do you see in this picture?
How do you think the girls are feeling? How can you tell?
Why are they fighting?
What could she have done instead of grabbing the doll?
How do you think the girls are feeling now that they are playing together?
6. Show me how your face would look when you are angry.
TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “One little girl is holding the dolly while the other is pointing at the dolly.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes she is playing with the dolly. The dolly is nice and pretty.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “Wow, look at those really angry faces.”
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TITLE :

THE TOY SHELF

Overview
A little girl has a toy she is playing with. Another girl asks to borrow it
but she says no.

WORDS TO

USE
Problem

Aim
 Problem solving.
 Accepting when things don’t go our way.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Solution
Vexed

Key Points to Cover
 Emotions of the children.
o How the little girl with the toy feels
o How the little girl who does not have the toy feels
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows, pursed lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Looking for another toy to play with).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can accept when someone says no
(Example: Bigger brother or sister says no to accompanying them somewhere, they can
go and do something else like read a book).

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is happening in the picture?
How does the little girl without the toy feel? How can you tell?
What could she do instead of grabbing the toy?
How are they both feeling now that they have the toys? How can you tell?

TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “A little girl is holding a bear while this little girl has picked a dolly from the
toy shelf.”
Repeat and Extend: “I think you are right. She may try to take it and that is not very
nice.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That is correct. She is telling her that she can’t
have the toy.”
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TITLE :

THE SPECIAL BOOK

Overview
It is reading time. Two children would like to read the same book. One
tries to take the other’s book away.

Aim

WORDS TO
USE
Sharing
Swap/Switch

 Learning about sharing.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Disappointed
Asking
Problem

Key Points to Cover

Solution

 Emotions of the children.
o How the girl who wants the book is feeling
o How the boy who has the book is feeling
o How both children feel when they have the book
 How we look when we feel sad (frowning, drooping faces, tears).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: They both can share the book or she can get
another book).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children share (Example: They can share
crayons during colouring).

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is happening in the picture?
How is the little girl feeling? How can you tell?
What do you think will happen next?
How are they both feeling in this picture? How can you tell?
What are some things we can share with our classmates?

TEACHER
TIP

Describe: “The little girl is taking his book and she is giving him hers.”



Repeat and Extend: “That is correct. He is being kind by sharing the book with her.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “You’re right, she looks as if she is trying to take the
book away.”
19

20

21

22

23

24

Author: Helen Baker-Henningham
Illustrator: Rachel Moss

25

TITLE :

THE BUILDING BUNCH

Overview
Three children are working together to build a house with blocks. One
boy takes most of the blocks. The remaining children are upset.

USE
Vexed

Aim





WORDS TO

Learning about sharing.
Learning about working together.
Problem solving.
Applying solution to other situations.

Sharing
Teamwork
Considerate
Excited
Problem

Key Points to Cover

Solution

 Emotions of the children.
o How the children are feeling at the start of building the house
o How the children are feeling after the boy takes the blocks
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows, pursed lips folded
arms).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: They can work together).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children work together (Examples: Colouring a
picture and tidying up).

Suggested Questions
1. What is happening in the picture?
2. How are the children feeling? How can you tell?
3. What should the little boy do instead of taking all the blocks?
TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “The children are looking on some colourful blocks on a table.”
Repeat and Extend: “They are upset because he is taking all the blocks. He is not
working together with them.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “Yes.That is right! They are building a house.”
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TITLE :

THE DEMOLISHED TOWER

Overview
Three boys are building a tower together; one makes a wrong move,
the tower falls and the other two boys are upset.

WORDS TO
USE

Aim
 Learning about accidents and how to forgive.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Proud
Accident
Sad
Embarrassed
Forgive

Key Points to Cover

Co-operate

 Emotions of the boy.

Teamwork

o How the boys are feeling before one puts the last block on
o How the boys are feeling after the blocks fall
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows)
and embarrassed (drooping faces, no eye contact).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: trying again).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can forgive classmates for an accident
(Example: when one child steps on another’s toe).

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What are the boys doing in the picture?
How does the boy who caused the blocks to fall feel? How can you tell?
What could they do instead of getting upset?
How do you think they feel now that they are trying again? How can you tell?

TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “The blocks are all falling down on the table.”
Repeat and Extend: “That is true. He looks sad and he is sorry.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That’s right. They are building a tower.”
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TITLE :

PATRICK AND PUZZLING PUZZLE

Overview
A little boy is doing a puzzle. He gets very frustrated when he can’t get
the pieces right; then his friend comes to help him.

Aim

WORDS TO

USE
Frustrated

 Learning about patience and persistence.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Vexed
Concentrate
Keep Trying

Key Points to Cover

Helping
Problem

 Emotions of the boy.
o How the boy is feeling at the beginning of the puzzle
o How the boy is feeling after he tries and the puzzle piece won’t
fit
 How we look when we feel frustrated (tense body, knitted
eyebrows, pursed lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Asking for help).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can either try

Solution

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is happening in the picture?
How is the little boy feeling? How can you tell?
What could he do instead of throwing the puzzle?
How is he feeling now that he has help? How can you tell?
Show me your faces when you get angry.
Show me how you can calm down (doing turtle).

Suggested Activities
 Practice calming down (doing turtle) and sing turtle song.
TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “The little girl is pointing to a place where the puzzle piece can go.”
Repeat and Extend: “I agree. He is angry because the puzzle is hard.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That’s right. He’s doing a puzzle.”
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TITLE :

THE LUNCHTIME LESSON

Overview
A group of children are eating their lunch. They have made a mess.
Only one little boy begins to clean. The others do not help.

USE
Helping

Aim





WORDS TO

Learning about helping.
Learning about responsibility.
Problem solving.
Applying solution to other situations.

Disappointed
Responsibility
Co-operate

Teamwork

Key Points to Cover
 Emotions of the children.
o How the children are feeling at the start of lunch
o How the little boy who is clearing the table feels
 How we look when we feel disappointed (frowning, droopy face, pouting lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: They can all help to clean up the table).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can help at school.

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is happening in the picture?
How does the little boy who is cleaning up feel? How can you tell?
What do you think they should do differently?
What are some ways that we can help our friends?

TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “The children are cleaning up the lunch area. One is wiping the table, one is
sweeping and one is throwing trash in the bin.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. I think he is sad. I think he is also disappointed because they
are not helping.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “Yes. You are right they are enjoying their lunch.”
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TITLE :

THE SHADY SWING

Overview
Children are waiting their turn to use the swing. A little girl is taking a
while to get off; the others try to get her off the swing.

WORDS TO
USE

Aim





Patience
Vexed

Learning about patience.
Learning to give turns.
Problem solving.
Applying solution to other situations.

Waiting
Taking turns

Considerate
Problem

Key Points to Cover

Solution

 Emotions of the children.
o How the girl is feeling on the swing
o How the girl is feeling after the others try to get her off the swing
o How the children who have been waiting a while feel
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows, pursed lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Giving everyone a turn).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children take turns (Example: With toys in the
class or crayons).

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is happening in the picture?
How is the little girl on the swing feeling?
How are the other children feeling? How can you tell?
What could the other children do to get her off the swing?

TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “There is a little girl on a swing and there are three children behind her.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. They look angry because she is taking a long time on the
swing.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That’s right. They are waiting to use the swing.”
too.”
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TITLE :

THE BREAK TIME GAME

Overview
Some children are playing a game. One little boy is playing alone,
watching the game.

WORDS TO

USE

Aim

Shy

 Learning to include our friends.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Lonely
Solution
Problem
Include

Key Points to Cover

Care

 Emotions of the children.
o How the children are feeling while playing the game
o How the little boy is feeling watching them play
o How the little boy is feeling after being included to play in the game
 How we look when we feel sad (frowning, drooping faces).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Asking the little boy to join them in the game).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can show care to their friends.

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What do you see in this picture?
How do you think the little boy who is not playing with the ball feels? How can you tell?
How does he feel now that his friends have asked him to play? How can you tell?
How are the children feeling?
Can you tell me some ways we can include our friends when they feel alone?

TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “The little boy with the ball is talking to the boy with the truck.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. He is sad because he is by himself and wants to play too.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “Those are excellent ways we can include our
friends.”
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TITLE :

TEASING TRISTAN

Overview
A little boy teases a little girl. She gets upset.

WORDS TO
USE

Aim
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Problem
Solution
Emotions
Ignore

Key Points to Cover

 Emotions of the children.
o How the little girl feels while being teased
o How the little boy feels after she ignores him
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows, pursed lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Walking away).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can solve problems.

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is happening in the picture?
How does the little girl feel? How can you tell?
What do you think she should do?
How does the little boy feel now? How can you tell?

Suggested Activities
Ask children to show you their strong ignore muscles.
TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “A little boy is pointing in the face of this little girl.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. She is walking away and ignoring him.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That’s correct. She looks very angry.”
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TITLE :

JEALOUS JESSICA AND THE TEST PAPER

Overview
Two children have completed a test. One does well and is praised by
teacher. The other who hasn’t done as well is upset.

Aim





Learning about jealousy.
Learning to compliment/praise our classmates.
Problem solving.
Applying solution to other situations.

WORDS TO
USE

Proud
Jealous
Disappointed

Vexed
Compliment
Working Together

Key Points to Cover
 Emotions of the girls.

o How the girl who did well is feeling
o How the girl who did not do as well is feeling
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows, pursed lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: She can praise her friend for doing well).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can praise each other (Example: When
they call out a correct answer in class).

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is happening in the picture?
How are both girls feeling? How can you tell?
What could this little girl (left) do instead of brushing her off?
How do they both look now at the end? How can you tell?

5.

Suggested Activities
 Sing: Big Up Cheer.
TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “She is showing her ‘A’ and this little girl does not want to see it.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. She looks angry and maybe she is jealous because she did
not do as well.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That is right! She is showing her that she did well.”
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TITLE :

SAD SHANELLE

Overview
A little girl is crying. Her friends notice this and instead of offering
comfort, they laugh at her.

WORDS TO
USE
Sad

Aim
 Learning to show compassion.
 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Upset
Caring
Comfort

Key Points to Cover
 Emotions of the girl.
o How the girl is feeling when her classmates are laughing at her
o How the girl is feeling after her classmate hugs her
 How we look when we feel sad (frowning, drooping faces, tears).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Giving her a hug or hushing her).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can cheer up their sad classmate.

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What do you see in this picture?
How is the little girl feeling? How can you tell?
What can they do instead of laughing at her?
How do you think she feels after getting a hug? How can you tell?
How do you feel after getting a hug from your friend or teacher?

Suggested Activities
 Sing: I love you (see songs).
TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “A little girl is standing alone crying.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. They should try to hush or comfort her.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That is correct. She is sad.”
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TITLE :

NAUGHTY NATALIE

Overview
A little girl hits a little boy. He is now upset.

WORDS TO
USE

Aim

Problem

 Problem solving.
 Applying solution to other situations.

Solution
Apologising

Key Points to Cover

Embarrassed

 Emotions of the children.
o How the little boy feels after being hit
o How the little girl feels after hitting the little boy
 How we look when we feel vexed (tense body, knitted eyebrows, pursed lips).
 Brainstorming suitable solutions (Example: Going to get an adult).
 Brainstorming other situations in which children can solve problems (Example: Walking
away).

Suggested Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is happening in this picture?
How does the little boy feel? How can you tell?
What do you think he should do?
How does the little girl feel now? How can you tell?

TEACHER
TIP



Describe: “The little boy is speaking to the adult while pointing toward the little girl.”
Repeat and Extend: “Yes. He should go and get an adult like teacher.”
Praise and Encourage Children: “That is correct. She looks very angry.”
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